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April  18,  1985 

Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Richland  Community  Club 
Class  III  Landfill 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning/  Richland 
Community  Club,  Class  III  Landfill. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


JCG:vc 
Ends . 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Di vi si on/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Project  or  Application  Richland  Community  Club  Richland,  Montana 
Description  of  Project  The  Richland  Community  Club  has  submitted  to  this  department 
a solid  waste  management  system  license  application  for  a proposed  Class  III  Land- 
fill.  This  landfill  would  service  the  unincorporated  community  of  Richland,  Montana. 
- This  facility  would  be  used  for  the  disposal  of  Group  III  wastes  including  wood, 
rock,  concrete,  metals  and  tires.  Access  would  be  controlled  and  inspection  of 
materials  placed  in  the  site  would  be  provided. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

6.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qualit 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activitie 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


14. 


and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Valley  County  Health  Department 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS Not  Necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 

Date:  April  19,  1985 


John  L.  beach 
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PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Richland  Community  Club 

Class  III  Demolition  Material  Landfill 


4/18/85 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  OF  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

Group  III  materials  because  of  their  inert  nature  can  be  placed  in 
areas  containing  porous  soils  and  high  ground  water.  The  location  of  this 
proposed  Class  III  landfill  meets  and  significantly  exceeds  the  minimum 
state  soils  and  hydrogeological  landfill  siting  requirements.  Given  these 
site  characteristics,  the  potential  of  adverse  water  quality  impacts  from 
the  disposal  of  Group  III  materials  at  this  location  is  very  minute. 

3 . Geology  and  soil  quantity,  stability  and  moisture 

The  addition  of  solid  waste  to  the  soil  will  permanently  alter  the 
soil  quality,  moisture  content  and  stability  of  the  fill  areas.  This 
impact  should  not  be  adverse  if  proper  refuse  compaction,  covering  and 
grading  techniques  are  employed  at  the  landfill. 

4 . Vegetation  cover,  quantity  and  quality 

Some  natural  grasses  and  plant  species  will  be  disturbed  in  the 
development  of  fill  areas  and  internal  roadways.  These  losses  should  be 
minor  and  temporary.  Completion  of  these  areas  will  allow  vegetation  to 
re-establish  through  either  natural  selection  or  re-seeding. 

5 . Aesthetics 

A sanitary  landfill  operation  could  seriously  alter  the  aesthetics  of 
its  location.  However,  through  the  use  of  trench  fill  areas  and  proper 
landfill  operational  techniques,  no  adverse  aesthetic  impacts  are  expected 
to  occur. 

6 . Air  Quality 

Licensed  landfills  may  obtain  periodic  burning  permits  for  clean  wood 
wastes  from  the  state's  air  quality  bureau.  These  permits  are  only  issued 
for  dates  when  local  air  quality  conditions  are  favorable  and  ventilation 
is  good.  The  emissions  from  these  permitted  fires  should  not  significantly 
impact  the  area's  air  quality. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


4 . Agricultural  or  industrial  production 

This  proposed  project  will  temporarily  remove  .72  acres  from  potential 
agricultural  use.  Upon  completion  of  the  landfill  this  site  can  be  re-used 
for  agricultural  purposes. 


10 . Demands  for  governmental  services 

Governmental  services  will  be  required  on  the  local  and  state  levels 
for  inspectional  and  administrative  services  associated  with  the  issuance 
of  a solid  waste  management  system  license  to  this  landfill. 
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